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There is no question that human beings are dramatically
changing the nature of pianet Earth, Never before has
one species been responsible for the extinction of so
many others. Every 10 days a new species is facing.a
significantly elevated risk of extinction due to human
related activities. Qur closest relatives, the other

‘primates, are not spared from this impending

catastrophe. Presently, a quarter of the 230 primate
species are threatened.

Baboons as a species are not currently threatened, but
it is clear that their numbers are declining. At a local
level, however, we do know that baboons on the Cape
Peninsula are critically endangered as there are less
than 250 mature individuals remaining(according to Red
Data list criteria). They are threatened primarily due to
conflict with humans, and represent a microcosm of
what is happening to species all over the world who are
under threat from human related activity. If other
species are to have a chance Yo continue to survive we
will have to learn to live in close proximity. We in Cape
Town have the opportunity to show the world how
humans and wildlife can coexist successfully. We should
not become blasé about baboons in the way that has
happened with many species that were once cotmmon,
and are now threatened because they were considered
pests to humans, such as African wild dogs, bears,
wolves, prairie dogs and Macaque monkeys.

It is clear that in order for wildlife to coexist with
humans some sacrifices need Yo be made. It is
particularly important that we allow male baboons to
disperse and Jjoin new troops in order to ensure genetic
mixing and increase the number of males in the
peninsula troops. This requires folerance because lone
males are difficult to manage. We hope that this
booklet will help you decide which and how many
sacrifices you are prepared to make to ensure the
future of baboons on the Cape Peninsula for the benefit
of the peninsuld’s biodiversity and enJoymen’r of future
generations.

This booklet is a joint project between the Baboon
Management Team (BMT) and the International Fund
for Animai Welfare (IFAW).

Ruth Kansky
Scarborough 2002
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How do baboons make a living?

Baboons are exiremely
adaptable and are capable
of living in places as
varied as the Namib
desert, with
temperatures below
Zero on winter
nights and above

40 in summer, and
in the winter snow of the
Drakensburg mountains.
In the Cape, baboons

can deal with the

short, cold and windy
winter days, as well as the
long, hot and dry summer. But
they live most comfortably in
the savanna where there are
no big seasonal differences
and lots of fruits to eat.
Baboons are able to live in
such diverse areas because
they eat a large variety of

food plants

How da bamns in a troon manage to get alung wath each otl'uer7

SRS JUST for s:ﬂmg and mmdmg your‘ own busmess!
.- Tn baboon some*ry, aduH‘ males a!ways r'ank i

. above adulf femdles dnd- Juvenlles of both.:=

. sexes. When fights do break out ina 'rr'oop,

-~ things cah become qun'e ChﬂOTIC becausa in
-~ the midst of the chaos everyone takes ouf

- their fr‘usfr'a'hons down the hzemrchy 56 n‘ha
- middle- r'cmkmg hale ge‘rs beaten | upina f;gh’r
. he may turn and-chase a subadult- male, who -

: Livmg ina gr‘oup means Shar'lng, and r'esour‘ces -
- no matter how. pfen’nful are rarely divided up s
“equally. Most- socidl animals like baboons have a '_; L

group peckmg order or: dommance hlemr'chy

If youwere a baboon; however, you r‘eaHy
“wouldn't wan’r to be at the bottom of the

_ peckmg order‘ ‘As a low-ranking baboon, you

could dig for a bulb and have JLIST cleaned it
off, ready to eat, when a higher- ranking -
baboon takes it fromyou: You ‘could have had -

the good Iuck to get another baboon to groom
you, and someone higher: ranking could breuk up

your grooming session Just for the sheer .

pleasure of hassling you. A high-ranking baboon

who is having a bad day could even chase you

and they
can change their behavior to
suit different conditions.
Baboon froops are large in the
savannas because there are
many predators and the
larger the ftroop, the less
chance there is of getting
eaten. If food is ih short
supply however, it is better to

- juvenile, who slaps an infant, who screatns and
- whose mother. then goes for the Juvenile, who

-goes for‘ The flr‘ST female. And so i'r goes on

be in a smalier group
Paboone have chesk bzcause a large troop
pﬁmgﬁ £ they son taf has to travel further
while moving to find enough food
for everyone. A
large troop also
means more
competition for
food, so high-ranking
baboons will eat
better than the low-
ranking ones. Because
baboons have to keep up
good relations within the
troop, the troop needs to find
fime for socializing. A froop
which has to spend too much
time moving and looking for
food may find it difficult to
stay together and may split.
For these reasons, troops
adjust their size according to
the conditions of an area.

may linge at an’ aduH” female; who then theS a

also screams, and its mother or aun‘r ‘rhen
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Besides keeping fleas,
lice and ticks under
control, grooming has
an import social
function too, For this
reason, baboons may
spend between 9%-
17% of their day
participating in social
grooming. There are a
number of ideas about
the social function
that grooming has.
One idea is that
baboons use grooming
as a currency to trade with.
It may be that they trade
grooming for grooming itself,
or That they trade grooming
for other things such as

baboon froop,
“trading” is
determined by the
standing of each in the
"marketplace” and the
"goods" that they can
offer. So a dominant
female will "pay" less,
while lower-ranking
females have to "pay"
more. If, for example,
a female has an infant
which others want to
get close to, females
who rank lower than
the mother will have to groom
her for longer than if a
higher-ranking female wants
to get a look at the baby.

support during aggression,
tolerance af feeding sites or
access to good food spots.
Since there is a choice of
parthers to trade with ina

and the skin then starts
deflating over another 7
days. Males can tell the
different stages of the
female cycle and compete
most intensively for females
when their swelling is
biggest and brightest, When
females start swelling,
consort pairs may form
where a male follows a
female around and guards
her from other males.
Often high ranking males are

All adult females go through stages of pink males, even with the one-year-olds.

swelling as part of their reproductive cycle. Several reasons for this bright advertisement
Over 10 days the sexual skin inflates. When it have been suggested. One idea is that a

is biggest and brightest, ovulation fakes place, femaie might benefit from

S competition between the
WELL, MY BOZFRIEN males around the time of

TUINKS TS CUTE- ovulation because this will
ensure that the "best" male in

N, N\ to her offspring. Indeed,

¥ e often it is the highest-ranking

}" oy males that father the most
offspring. Another suggestion

is that since this would lead

to mating with many males,

L | 1 v : t‘ e, , .
K\r)] ¢ /@\;—‘:QM ) the troop will pass his genes

the result would be that no
one kKnows who the father is
so all the males will protect

only interested in a female when she is at her children. Others suggest that females
peak swelling and will guard her infensively compete with each other for males, so the
during this time. At other stages of the largest and brightest swelling would attract
swelling females are happy to mate with other the male with the best genes.




If you were to be born as a baby baboon, you would find that
you and your mom are very popular at first. Even if your
mother was generaily a low-ranking female, her popularity
would rise when she had an infant, because everyone wants
to inspect the baby. This can be quite stressful for a baboon
mother, because her daily routine is disrupted and, since she
needs to eat quite a lot to keep her baby in supply of milk,
her valuable time for feeding may be lost and she might los
weight. LASEe i

When you are born your face is bright pink and your fur pitch black. Some
scientists think this helps to identify you quickly in case you get into trouble
and need help. As you grow you start fo change colour. Your bright pink face,
hands and feet get patches of gray and the black fur gets patches of
brown/gray so that by five menths your face and coat are completely grayish-
brown, simiiar to an aduit’s markings.

In your second month you start exploring and venture of f for short
distances on your wobbly legs to play with other infants or to
examine new objects. At around three months you start trying
"weaning” foods such as grass or flowers and if conditions are not
too harsh, you will be fully weaned at around one year. Just like a
human infant, you might have tantrums while being weaned. :
Although this could be due to the fact that you don't want to stop v
drinking milk, some suggest that tantrums allow infants to tell their A<
mothers when they are not finding enough food on their own and
need additional milk.

As you get older you learn about the social intricacies in the troop - who your dllies are and who your
enemies. As a female baboon, these things are valuable to know, since you are likely to remain with
the same females all your life. This is because females do not leave the group they are born into. For
this reason most of the females in a troop are relatives; mother, grandmother, sisters, half sisters,
cousins, aunts and great aunts. These are called matrilines and each froop has a few matrilines.

If you are a female, at the age of four, you are approaching adulthood.
Your cycles begin but the adult males are not very interested in you,
as the chances of you conceiving are small. A year later you are fully
adult and ready to have your first baby. After 6 months of pregnancy,
you give birth to a tiny infant. You are nervous because your infant is
barely able to hold on to the fur on your tummy and you have to hold it
with one hand, and hop along on your other three limbs. You are also
wary of potentially infanticidal males. For this reason you choose to
stay close to your male friends who will protect you and your baby.
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If you are a male baboon, at five years of age, you start to become an adolescent. You undergo a
rapid growth spurt, resulting in long dangly legs, a longer snout and your set of pointy canines would
start to show. Over the next year or two you start to look like a full-grown adult male, with a filled-
out chest, a thick, chunky neck with lots of hair, and nice sharp canines. You notice that some males
in the troop start to see you as a competitor, and you feel that it is time to think of leaving your
troop. You start wandering away from your troop, and checking out the neighboring troops, but you
find that they also don't seem to want you around. You spend some months maving between the
Troops. It is no‘r very pleasant because alone you are exposed to many enemies and predators. You do
hot have the support of your family fo help you fight other males or leopards.
And indeed this is when most of your peers get killed resulting in there being
more adult females than adult males in baboon troops.

If you managed to survive like this for a while, you might eventually find a
: troop to join. Your chances are better of joining a troop with only a few males
== and many females. As you hang out on the edge of this troop,the other males
give you the "YAWN", They are trying to intimidate you by saying "Check out
my canines". But you notice that these males canines are a bit broken and
blunt. Some of the females on the other hand seem quite inferested in you -the ones without the
babies. One comes up and offers o groom you as a sign of a
new friendship. But the resident male sees this and chases
the female away from you and you end up in a WAHOO
chase running around barking at each other. This can go on
for a few days or weeks until there is a clear outcome.
Either the resident males manage to beat you up and you
figure it is not worth hanging around any more or you
manage to injure them and they decide it is not worth trying
to stop you from joining the troop.

The mothers in the new troop will keep close to the resident males for protection, because they are
worried that you may try to kill their babies. As you are new in the troop, you “know" that these
babies are not yours, and instead of waiting for the mothers to wean their babies before they are
receptive again it would be a good strategy for you to get rid of these babies so you can start having
your own, You must be quick as you never know when the next male will come along and oust you.

After you have spent a while in the troop your
interest in protecting the troop increases as
many of the young baboons could be your
children. It is in your interest to be vigilant and
watch over Them while their mothers are
feeding. Besides protecting your kids, if you stay
in mothers good books and do some childcare you
may be seen as a good mate next time around.
Who knows?




TOKAL TROGP

Consists of 100 baboons of which there are a
few adult males. They live mostly in the
plantations in Tokai forest but also forage on
Constantieberg mountain and Silvermine
reserve. They raid residential areas on the
edge of the plantations, mainly during June-
August. Baboon monitors were employed during
2001

BDE GAMA PARK TROOP

Consists of 25 baboons, Originally
known as the girls troap as alf adult
males were shot. Dispersing males
were later relocated and now there
are 2 adult males. They raid De
&ama. Babooh manitors are present
when funding is available.

GROOT OLIFANTSBOS

TROOGP
Consists of 26 baboons with 2 adult
males. They live in the Olifantsbas
area of Cape of Goed Hope but also
come to the edge ef Scarborough.
There is a baboan menitor for this
troop whose males raid in
Scarborough.

Kommet e

KLEIW OLIFANTSBOS TROOP

Consists of 13 babeons. Previously had
only a small natal mele untd a dispersing
male was relocated into the troop. Range
from Olifantsboes to Gifkemmetjie at Cape
of Good Hope. The onfy troop on the
peninsula which does not raid.

CAPE POINT TROOP

Consists of 48 baboons varying with between
one or no males. They live at Cape Point
between the lighthouse and Platboom but
spend most of their time in the vicinity of
Rooikrans and the restaurant where raiding
takes place. Individuals are often shot, mostly
males by park officials. No baboon monitors
are present.

sty CHHF

Eearboraugh ¥

SLANGKOP TROOP

Consists of 35 baboons with only 2 adult males-Eric and George.
They live in the area between Kommetjie and Scarborough and
sometimes go to De Gama Park. They regularly raid these
residential areas but baboon menitors alleviate this problem when
funding is available.

PLATEAUX ROAD TROOP

Consists of 33 baboons with 2 adult males,
They live between the Klaas Jagersberg
mountains above Platecux rd and Kleinkoppie
and the entrance gate to Cape of Good Hope.
They raid the farms along Plateaux rd. and get
injured on the road. There are no baboon
mohitors.

SMITSWINKEL TROOP

Consists of 40 baboons with a few adult
males. They live in the area between
Smitswinkle Bay and Simonstown and
are offen seen on the road. They raid
the houses between these areas and
suffer many road injuries. There are no
maonitors.

Magiaaniurg

KAVNVON KOP TROOP

Consists of 40 baboons with a few
adult males. They live in the area
between Smitswinkle Bay and the
Homestead on False Bay and
between Brightwater and Platboom
on the Indian Ocean, They sometimes
raid at Bordtjiesdrif and
Buffelsbay. They supply Buffels Bay

Mitler's Faint

Troo e
P S'“."f::)mkle Troop and Cape Point Troop with
P adult males when these get shat.
Klein
Olifantshos
Troop Kannon Kop
Traop BUFFELS BAY TROOP

Consists of 13 baboons with 1
adutt male. They live in the small
area between Buffels Bay and

Buffels Bay Traop

Gifkammetjie

Platboom

Cape Point
i\ Troop the Homestead and sometimes
G ﬁ;ig Cape Peitt go across to Platboom. They raid

the picnic area and there is a
high furnover of adult males as
they are often shot by the
authorities,




Chiacma baboons evolved from an ancestral =
‘baboon proToType 15 m:llaon years ago Recem’
-evidence suggests that the chacma baboon is-
the oFdesT off‘rhe o?her ﬁve subspec:es of i 'f j. :

Are baboons on the Cape Peninsula different from other baboons? =
The Cape Peninsula is quite a protein-rich sea food
fough place to live such as limpets,
because the days mussels and shark eqg
in summer are embryos and they eat
long, hot and dry very specific parts of
and in the winter over 100 different
they are short, plant types, in order
cold and wet. The = to get the most
soils are also nutritious part of the
leached and plant. Because of
therefore == o o =2 these adaptations
nutrient-poor. The W TR = baboons have always
result is that o o been widespread on
fynbos plants, the the Cape Peninsula.
most common vegetation type But apart from the difficult
on the peninsula, contain few natural conditions, there are
nutrients, little protein and other reasons why baboons have
many secondary plant chemicals a hard fime on the Cape
which make them indigestible. Peninsula. They come into
This is why one does not find conflict with humans.

abundant game in the fynbos.
Baboons have managed to
overcome these problems by
eating foed from a variety of
sources. They dig clay from
The soil Yo get minerals, they
forage on the rocky shores for
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Low number of adult males leads to higher rates of infanticide

In a study monitoring all the births and deaths in the baboon troops on the peninsula we found
that 53% of all infants born die within their first year. This is'an unusially high rate for - - -
baboons. Although some infants do get knocked over on the road, we suspecf that most of ’rhese
deaths are due to infanticide. This is when a new widle in a troop kills the infants which are not "
likely to be his own. The death of the infant means that the female’ begins cycling agdin, and S0
he will be able to mate with her and have his own children sooner' ‘When there gre many: ma!es in.
a troop they protect the mothers and their babies from the new male By the: Tlme the new:
male’s own infants are born he is quite likely to beshot: because he has had.a yedr to b
percelved as aggressive by locals. Once he - sho’r and anew. rnale comes m’ro ‘rhe ‘rr'oo :
of infanticide begms over again.. - SRR TEE e

his cycle

Mom, whot
happened
to baby Mom, ioy, did
sister?  iother diep




